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and of an evening would have Ms friends grouped
around the ample hearth, joining with zest in all
the sport in which they indulged. In the summer
of 1876, when he and Lucy Larcom were engaged
together in the compilation of the " Songs of
Three Centuries," their work was brought to the
Bearcamp House, but it was not allowed to inter-
fere seriously with the main object of a summer
outing, rest and recreation. Sometimes, a tran-
sient guest of the hotel would be invited to join the
circle, but Mr. Whittier was usually under some
constraint in the presence of a stranger, especially
if there was any show of a reporting pencil.

TO HIS NIECE,  MRS.  PICKARD.

BEARCAMP RIVER HOUSE, SOtli, 8th mo., 1876.
Thee must come up now ; don't disappoint us
all. Come and help eat our bear, which was killed
two or three days ago on Chocorua. We have had
nice tender and sweet steaks from him; and there
is another old fellow on the highest peak of Ossi-
pee mountain, who lately came down across the
meadows here, to the cornfield. He has his den
somewhere up there. Come and join us before
our company is broken up.

TO HARRIET M.  PITMAN.

lOtli mo., 1876.

I have spent a large part of the summer at
Danvers very quietly, " the world forgetting, by
the world forgot," unable to write or read much,
spending the hot days under the pines, and fully
realizing that the country can get on very well